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Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust— 
protect nearly all of the private land 
over a 20-mile stretch in the valley. 

The great work of the Cattlemen’s 
Agricultural Land Trust, aided by the 
programs in the farm bill conservation 
title before us, is protecting our west-
ern way of life in Colorado. 

This beautiful picture is also from 
the valley. This is not a movie set, by 
the way. This is how we live our lives 
in the great State of Colorado and why 
these programs have been so impor-
tant. 

Finally, I want to share one more 
Colorado story about preserving our 
State’s fruit orchards. Most people do 
not know this, as I have traveled the 
country—and I imagine Senators ISAK-
SON and CHAMBLISS from Georgia might 
even be surprised to hear—Colorado is 
a national leader in the production of 
peaches. This picture is of a peach or-
chard in Palisade. 

My friends from California might 
also be interested to know that Colo-
rado has a burgeoning wine industry as 
well. In Colorado’s Grand Valley, pic-
tured here, conservation programs 
have been efficiently employed to pro-
tect 14 family farms growing peaches 
and wine grapes among other things. 

The Federal investments made avail-
able to protect these lands have not 
only ensured they will stay in agricul-
tural production, but the resources 
provided from the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, NRCS, help 
these family farms acquire new land to 
plant and new equipment to plant it. 

Mr. President, as you can see—and as 
you already know—conservation is an 
integral part of what we are all about 
in the West. It helps define who we are. 
Sometimes people only focus on con-
serving public land in its undeveloped 
state, and that is an important endeav-
or in Colorado and across the West. But 
private land conservation—the type 
aided by the farm bill—is critical for so 
many reasons: to protect the agricul-
tural heritage of the land, and for wild-
life habitat: elk, bighorn sheep, pheas-
ant, Colorado cutthroat trout—the list 
goes on and on—so many of the prized 
species that are important to our Na-
tion’s sportsmen and nature lovers. 

Finding open landscapes and the spe-
cies that inhabit them are a funda-
mental part of what it is to be in the 
West. We need to preserve these open 
spaces. That is what this title does. I 
strongly support this new conservation 
title as reported out of the committee 
on a bipartisan vote. 

I know some would look to amend 
this bipartisan consensus, to cut con-
servation resources in the name of def-
icit reduction or to apply it to some 
other purpose. I am the first to say we 
need to cut our deficit. We need to put 
the entire budget under a microscope— 
including agriculture—to cut waste 
and eliminate redundancies. And, by 
the way, we have. 

This committee—the Senate Agri-
culture Committee—under the leader-
ship of the chairwoman and the rank-

ing member, is the only committee I 
am aware of in this entire Congress— 
the House or the Senate—that has ac-
tually come up with a bipartisan con-
sensus on deficit reduction. I thank the 
ranking member and the chairwoman 
for their leadership, for setting a 
model, an example for the other com-
mittees that are working—or should be 
working—to get our deficit under con-
trol. 

I might say, $6.4 billion of those cuts 
do come from conservation, not all of 
which I like. But we made difficult 
compromises at the committee level. 
We have a more efficient conservation 
title that won support from both sides 
of the aisle, and we ought to move this 
bill forward. 

I know there has been a little bit of 
the usual back-and-forth about amend-
ments that are not necessarily related 
to the topic at hand, and we have a 
habit of doing that in the Senate. I 
hope there can be an agreement 
reached by the leadership so we can 
move this critically important bill for-
ward. 

Again, at a time when so much par-
tisan bickering is going on around this 
place, to have seen the fine work that 
was done by this committee—Repub-
licans and Democrats working to-
gether—to strengthen this commodity 
title, create real deficit reduction, and 
actually end direct payments to pro-
ducers—one of the most significant re-
forms in agricultural policy that we 
have had around this place in decades— 
it would be a shame—worse than a 
shame; it would be terrible—to let that 
work go to waste. 

With that, Mr. President, the hour is 
late. I am going to stop so we can 
close. I thank the Presiding Officer 
very much and say again what a privi-
lege it was to be able to talk about our 
home with him in the chair. 

So with that, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DELFORD MCKNIGHT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize Mr. Delford 
McKnight of Laurel County, KY, for 
his lifetime of contributions in busi-
ness as well as his many years of public 
service to the State of Kentucky. 

Delford McKnight is the founder of 
McKnight & Associates, a successful 
industrial construction company that 
built and renovated numerous struc-
tures in Laurel and surrounding coun-
ties. 

Born in 1946, Mr. McKnight grew up 
on a small family farm 6 miles from 
London, KY. He attended Bush Elemen-
tary School and Bush High School, 
where he gained an interest in agri-
culture and construction. Taking class-
es in agriculture and woodworking, as 
well as other college prep classes, he 
earned the title ‘‘Boy Most Likely to 
Succeed’’ from his senior class. 

After graduating high school, Delford 
went on to attend the University of 
Kentucky for 1 year before leaving to 
pursue a career in construction. In 1964, 
he married his first wife, Helen Owens 
McKnight. The couple moved to Lex-
ington, where they ran a local Laun-
dromat and managed an apartment 
complex. On the side, Delford also 
worked for a construction company. In 
1965, the two moved back to their 
hometown, where Mr. McKnight took a 
job with the Hacker Brothers construc-
tion firm. 

Three years later, Delford opened his 
first construction business, McKnight 
Construction and Blueprint Company, 
in London, KY, today known as 
McKnight & Associates. This construc-
tion firm is responsible for building 
and renovating many of the buildings 
in the community, including the Clay 
County Vocational School, the Board 
of Education building in Manchester, 
and the first building of the Laurel 
Campus of Somerset Community Col-
lege. Along with these, Mr. McKnight 
also built North Laurel Middle School, 
as well as Hunter Hills Elementary 
School and the new Bush Elementary 
School. In the early 1970s, McKnight & 
Associates got the contract for the 
Kentucky Fried Chicken building in 
London, and later renovated Sanders 
Cafe and the Corbin KFC. 

Aside from his construction work, 
Mr. McKnight also became involved 
with several other business ventures. 
He was the first to bring the idea of 
self-storage units to southeastern Ken-
tucky, opening the first self-storage fa-
cility there in 1976. He also founded 
Lee-Mart Rent-to-Own Stores, which 
later sold to Aaron’s, Inc., and he co- 
founded Cumberland Valley Office Sup-
pliers, Inc., a retail office supply store. 
After becoming involved with the Lon-
don-Laurel County Tourist Commis-
sion, Delford developed the idea of the 
‘‘World Chicken Festival’’ in 1989 to 
highlight Colonel Sanders’s cooking 
worldwide, a festival that is still joy-
ously celebrated to this day. 

Mr. McKnight has held many leader-
ship positions throughout Kentucky. 
He is a past secretary of the Laurel 
County Chamber of Commerce, the 
first president of the Southeastern 
Kentucky Home Builders Association— 
from which he received the Time 
Award, and the current director of 
First National Bank & Trust in Lon-
don, Kentucky. He also served as a 
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